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CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 2 OF 2 VIENTIANE 3142 

INDEED, WHEN REFUGEES HAD WANTED TO GO BACK TO THIS ZONE, 

WE HAD HELPED MATERIALLY. HE ADMITTED THAT HE ALSO HAD 
HEARD OF THIS JCCIA REQUEST ONLY THREE DAYS AGO. (COM- 
MENT: CONSIDERING THAT HE SAID ON THIS OCCASION AND ON 
APRIL 26 AT LUANG PRABANG, VIENTIANE 2863, TOGETHER WITH 
FRENCH AMBASSADOR CARDI'S COMMENTS, VIENTIANE 3061, IT 
SEEMS PRETTY CLEAR THAT LPF HAVE PERSUADED SOUVANNA THAT 
THEIR PRESENT MILITARY EFFORT IS A REACTION TO "PROVOCA- 
TIONS'' BY VANG PAO AND THAT IT IS LIMITED TO BRINGING 
PRESSURES ON HIM AND THE MEO.) 

6. 1 PRESSED HIM FURTHER WITH REGARD TO THE SITUATION 

ON ROUTE 13. HE WAVED HIS LAND AND SAID THERE WOULD BE NO 
FURTHER DIFFICULTIES. THE CABINET LAST NIGHT HAD DECIDED 
TO SEND A JOINT TEAM FROM JCCIA TO VANG VIENG AND SETTLE 
MATTER ON THE SPOT PEACEFULLY. IN FACT, HE SAID LOOKING 
AT HIS WATCH, THE TEAM SHOULD BE THERE NOW. HE AVOIDED 
ANSWERING DIRECTLY MY QUESTION AS TO WHETHER THE OTHER 
SIDE'S FORCES WOULD RETURN TO THEIR ORIGINAL POSITIONS. 

INSTEAD, HE SAID THAT HE HAD ASSURANCES THAT TRUCKS COULD 
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GO UP TO LUANG PRABANG. (SITUATION THERE IS BECOMING QUITE 
SERIOUS WITH SHORTAGES OF POL AND FOOD.) 

7. 1 ASKED HIM IF HE INTENDED TO MAINTAIN HIS PRESENT 
CABINET IN BEING. HE ANSWERED THAT HE WAS CONSIDERING THE 
MATTER BUT HE THOUGH MINISTER OF DEFENSE SISOUK WOULD 
HAVE TO GO. SISOUK IS TOO "INFLEXIBLE." FOR INSTANCE, 

HE SAID HE HAD JUST RECEIVED 40 DIRECTIVES ABOUT TRIVIAL 
MATTERS FROM THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE WHICH PHOUMI, AS 
ACTING PRIME MINISTER DURING HIS ABSENCE. HAD REFUSED TO 
SIGN BECAUSE SECSTATE FOR DEFENSE KHAM OUANE BOUPHA (PL) 

HAD NOT COUNTERSIGNED THEM. "THIS IS CHILDISH." SAID 
SOUVANNA. SISOUK SHOULD ALLOW BOUPHA TO DO HIS JOB. 

1 POINTED OUT THAT SISOUK WAS CONFRONTED BY A SERIOUS PROBLEM 
IN MAINTAINING THE INTEGRITY OF THE ARMED FORCES. THE 
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OTHER SIDE HAD ITS OWN ARMED FORCES; THE 130 MM GUNS ON 
ROUTE 7, 1 INDICATED, HAD NOT BEEN TOOLED IN SAM NEUA. 

TO THIS SOUVANNA ANSWERED THAT THE VIENTIANE SIDE MINISTERS 
ONLY HAD TO ASK TO GO TO SAM NEUA AND THEY WOULD BE RECEIVED 
THERE. I ASKED HIM IF HE REALLY WAS SAYING THAT SISOUK 
COULD ASK TO GO TO LPF ZONE AND BEGIN NEGOTIATING WITH THE 
LPF ARMED FORCES FOR THE INTEGRATION OF THE TWO FORCES. 

HE ANSWERED IN THE AFFIRMATIVE. 

8. COMMENT: I HAVE REPORTED THIS CONVERSATION IN DETAIL 
BECAUSE I WANTED TO CONVEY FLAVOR OF THE MAN'S PRESENT 
DISPOSITION. I AM NOW CONVINCED THAT SOUVANNA HAS COLDLY 
JUDGED THAT VIENTIANE SIDE IS NO LONGER A FACTOR, AND THAT 
THE ONLY CHANCE HE HAS OF ACHIEVING HIS GOALS OF UNIFYING 
THE COUNTRY AND PRESERVING ITS INDEPENDENCE IS TO SECURE 
AN ACCOMMODATION WITH LPF. FOR TWENTY YEARS THESE HAVE 
BEEN HIS UNWAVERING POLTIICAL GOALS AND AT THE END OF HIS 
LIFE, WHICH IS UNDER THE CONSTANT THREAT OF A NEW HEART 
ATTACK, SOUVANNA MUST FEEL THE CONSTRAINTS OF TIME. 

(FURTHERMORE, I HAVE ALWAYS FELT THE ONLY MAN IN WHOM HE 
HAS ANY CONFIDENCE IS HIS BROTHER, SOUPHANOUVONG.) THIS 
IS HIS LAST CHANCE AND HE HAS CONCLUDED ONLY LPF CAN GIVE 
IT TO HIM. 

CHAPMAN 
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